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readers speak out! 


Dear Editor: 
“Reading, Writing and. . 
ian!” 

The article written by Robbie W. Strickland 
(Childhood Education, September/October 
1983) implies in its title (paraphrased above) 
criticism of the D’Nealian handwriting sys- 
tem. Being a more-than-casual reader of the 
commentary, I find that Ms. Strickland’s dis- 
pleasure lies with the absence of “free expres- 
sion” and “creative writing” from her daugh- 
ter’s Ist-grade classroom experiences. It seems 
only fair, from a professional standpoint, to 
refer the writer and her readers to other 
copyrighted handwriting systems in use across 
the country, where they will find the same type 
of handwriting exercises as those she is object- 
ing to in the D’Nealian instructional mate- 
rials. She will find this to be standard operat- 
ing procedure in the early stages of formalized 
instruction. 

The system was devised by Donald Neal 
Thurber in the early 1970s. I found the mate- 
rials in the Scott, foresman booth at an ACEI or 
IRA convention in 1978 or 1979, and have used 
it gratefully since then. 

Briefly stated, the D’Nealian system has the 
following distinct advantages over the tradi- 
tional manuscript printing with its rigid 
circle-and-stick components. 

A. It is more easily produced, yet more 
legible, for beginning readers and writers, 
than cursive writing. It eases the tortuous tran- 
sition to “real writing” which need not be 
delayed until 3rd grade. 

B. You may slant it any way you like, 
provided that you slant all your letters in the 
same direction. (Welcome, Lefties!) 

C. All letters are written with a single 


. Yes!. . . D’Neal- 
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stroke, with the addition (as in conventional 
formations) of dotted 7 and /, and crossed f, ¢ 
and x. Strokes called “bridges” or “connectors” 
make cursive writing a reality without having 
to unlearn anything. “Who needs the aggrava- 
tion?” Thurber asked himself. 

D. It is as easy for boys as it is for girls! 
Instead of perfectly round circles and perfectly 
straight lines, it allows for individual styles; 
and any delay in small-muscle development 
doesn’t prevent che boys from writing as 
smoothly as the girls. Elementary and inter- 
mediate grade boys are now writing as easily 
and legibly as are the girls in their classes. 

E. It prevents reversals of b, d, p, q . 
Letters are grouped according to the beginning 
stroke; a, c, d, e, g, 0 and q are taught first. . . 
problems of directionality are caught and cor- 
rected early in the writing process. Capital 
letters are simplified and are also written (in 
most cases) with a single stroke. 

“Karen’s letter” included in the Strickland 
article is mute testimony to the ease and legi- 
bility with which a 6-year-old can master writ- 
ing and written language. I feel a personal 
sense of gratitude to Mr. Thurber who, as a 
young teacher, vowed to “blow those circles 
and sticks off the face of the earth.” I have 
found the system which he then developed to 
be of great value in my work with learning- 
disabled, developmentally delayed, “Dyslexic” 
and other children who, for one reason or 
another, have encountered difficulty as they 
learned to express themselves in written lan- 
guage. 


Elizabeth Jannotta Wright 
Director, Wright Learning Center 
Houston, Texas 





